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The story of Peter and the Wolf  was written over  70 years 

ago and is a favourite of  children and adults almost 

everywhere.  I t was written by the Russian composer 

Sergei Prokofiev , and  is special b ecause itõs a musical story  

told by a symphony orchestra .   

 

But more of this  late r.  Firstéthe story .  

________________________________________________________ 
 

Early one morning Peter opened 

the gate and went out into the 

big green meadow.  On a 

branch of a big tree sat a little 

bird.  Peterõs friend.  òAll is quietó 

chirped the bird gaily . 

 

Just then a duck came waddling round.  She was glad 

that Peter had not closed the gate, and decided to take 

a nice swim in the deep pond in the meadow.  

 

Seeing the d uck, the little bird few down upon the grass, 

settled next to her and shrugged his shoulders.  

 

òWhat kind of a bird are you if 

you canõt fly?ó said he.  To this 

the duck replied: òWhat kind of 

a bird are you, if you canõt 

swim?ó and dived into the pond. 

 

They argued and argued, the duck swimming in the pond, 

the little bird hopping along the shore.  Suddenly 

something caught Peterõs attention.  He noticed a cat 

crawling through the grass.  The cat thought: òThe bird is  
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busy arguing.  Iõll just grab him.ó  Stealthily she crept 

towards him on her velvet paws  

 

òLook out!ó shouted Peter, and the bird immediately flew 

up into the tree, while the duck quacked angrily at the 

catéfrom the middle of the pond. 

 

The cat walked round the tree and thought: òIs it worth 

climbing up so high?  By the time I get there the bird will 

have flown away.ó 

 

Grandfather came out.  He was angry 

because Peter had gone into the 

meadow.  òIt is a dangerous place.  If 

a wolf should come out of the forest, 

then what would you do?ó 

 

Peter paid no attention to his 

grandfatherõs words.  Boys like him are 

not afraid of wolves.  But Grandfather took Peter by the 

hand, locked the gate and led him home.  No sooner had 

Peter gone, than a big grey wolf came out of the forest.  

 

In a twinkling th e cat climbed 

up the tree.  The duck quacked, 

and in her excitement jumped 

out of the pond.  But no matter 

how hard the duck tried to 

runéshe couldnõt escape the 

wolf.  He was getting nearer 

énearer é catching up with heréand then he got her, 

and with one gulp, swallowed her.  

 

And now this is how things stood:  the cat was sitting on 

one branch, the bird on anotherénot too close to the cat.   
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And the w olf walked round 

and round the tree looking at 

them with greedy eyes.   

 

In the meantime, Peter, without 

the slightest fear, stood behind 

the closed gate watching all 

that was going on.  He ran home, got a strong rope and 

climbed up the high stone wall.  One of the branches of 

the tree round which the wolf was walking stretched out 

over the wall.   

 

Grabbing h old of the branch Peter lightly climbed over on 

to the tree.  

 

Peter said to the bird: òfly down and circle round the 

wolfõs head: only take care that he doesnõt catch you.ó 

 

The bird almost touched the wolfõs head with his wings 

while the wolf snapped ang rily at him from this side and 

that.  How the bird did worry the wolf!  

How he wanted to catch him!  But the 

bird was cleverer, and the wolf simply 

couldnõt do anything about it. 

 

Meanwhile, Peter made a lasso, and 

carefully letting it down caught the wolf  

by the tail and pulled with all his might.  

 

Feeling himself caught the wolf began to jump wildly 

trying to get loose.  But Peter tied the other end of the 

rope to the tree and the wolfõs jumping only made the 

rope round his tail tighter.  
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Just thenéthe hunters came out of 

the woods following the wolfõs trail 

and shooting as they went.  

 

But Peter sitting in the tree said: 

òdonõt shoot!  Birdie and I have 

caught the wolf.  Now help us to 

take him to the zoo.ó 

 

And thereéimagine the triumphant procession.  Peter at 

the head.  After him the hunters leading the wolf.  And 

winding up the procession Grandfather and the cat.  

Grandfather tossed his head discontentedly: òWell, and if 

Peter hadnõt caught the wolf?  What then?ó 

 

Above them flew the birdie chirping merrily: òMy, what 

brave fellows we are, Peter and I!  Look what we have 

caught!ó   

 

And if one would listen very carefully, he would hear the 

duck quacking inside the wolf; because the wolf in his 

hurry had swallowed her alive.  

________________________________________________________ 

 

When you  see the film you will notice that some times 

things are a little different from Prokofievõs story.  This often 

happens when a story is used for a play , a film  or a 

musical.  It also gives a chance to look at things i n a new 

way, but without changing the basic story.  

 

As you watch the film see if 

you notice any changes, 

and try to describe what the 

differences are from when 

you first read  the story .
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Each of  the characters in the story ha s their own music 

played by different instruments of the orchestra.  

 

See if you can work out which music goes with which 

character by going to the Peter and the Wolf  website and 

playing the game before  you go to the concert . 

 

The characters are:    

________________________________________________________ 

 

1. Make sure you are connected to the Internet  
 

 

 

2. Click  this picture  to enter  the game 1. 

 

3. Click and hold the 

mouse button on 

each instrument to 

hear the music.   Does 

it sound like one of 

the characters?  
 

 

 

4. Drag the instrument  to the character to see if you r 

answer is correct.  

                                                
1 Or enter this link into the address bar  

www.breakthrufilms.co.uk/peterandthewolffilm/Peter%20and%20the%20Wolf%20Game.html   

 Activity 1: Musical Characters  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Peter  Cat  Bird Duck  Grand -

father  

Wolf  Hunters 

http://www.breakthrufilms.co.uk/peterandthewolffilm/Peter%20and%20the%20Wolf%20Game.html
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This is the hero of our 

story.  Peter.  The boy 

who caught t he Wolf.    

 

In this film he is not a 

real boy.  He is a 

puppet, not much 

bigger than the size of 

this piece of paper.  

 

How did he come to 

look like this?  

 

On the next two  pages 

you will find some 

pictures that tell the 

story of how Peter was 

made, but they  are 

not in the right order.  

 

Cut them out, and 

using the clues on 

pages 10 - 12 try to 

work out the correct 

order . 

 

(The answers are  on 

pages 13 - 15)

 Activity 2: Bringing Peter to life  
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Cut along dotted line  


